Testimonial from Elena Revelas, Year 3 student

What features of the course did you particularly enjoy? Benefits of the course?

This course has enabled me to better understand and reflect on the current policy and practice being used in schools for children with special educational needs (SEN), particularly those with speech, language and communication difficulties (SLCD). It emphasized the importance of collaborative practice within schools and the importance of close joint working between education and health staff, particularly the relationship between SLTs and teachers. As an SLT, I particularly enjoyed the opportunity to work alongside teachers and share their insight and knowledge during practical activities. This provided me with a clearer understanding of their important role when working with children with SEN. Through problem-solving and discussing different cases and situations, I realized how both these professionals have their own views and approaches when working with children with SLCD. It was made clear that the joint professional practice between teachers and SLTs, and the collaboration of their individual perspectives, enables children with SLCD to benefit most within the educational context. 

I have a better understanding of the relationship between SLCD and social, emotional and behavioural difficulties and how they are projected, and often misinterpreted in the classroom. I feel more confident addressing classroom practices that may help or hinder the learning and development of these pupils. 

I also feel more confident in searching and locating research papers and reports, and better understand the rationale for evidence based practice. I am also more confident in the critical appraisal of the literature, particularly for intervention studies. As a result, I feel empowered that I am now able to keep updated on both recent and relevant literature, and apply this to my clinical decision making.

I am confident that I will be able to use the knowledge, understanding, awareness and insights gained in this course to generate my own hypotheses and propose my own ‘solutions’ to issues of special and inclusive education and in treating children with SLCD. I also feel more competent collaborating with educational staff and liaising with a multi-disciplinary team. I am excited to share my new knowledge and insights and provide professional advice and feedback, but also to learn from others and continue with my own professional development. 

This course has definitely increased my confidence as an SLT wanting to work in the educational context, and has better prepared me for the working world. Although I have not yet committed to a full time job due to personal reasons, I have received positive feedback regarding job applications since having completed this degree, and I feel I am now at an advantage in terms of career progression. 

What level of support did you receive?

A high level of support was provided in this course. All individual lecturers made themselves available for extra assistance and guidance when requested, and a friendly, welcoming environment was created. I completed this course as a full-time student over one year, which was, at times, very intense. I will always be grateful to my lecturer and supervisor, Dr Victoria Joffe, for her invaluable support and guidance on both an academic and personal level. Her knowledge, passion and dedication to her field motivated and inspired me, and enabled me to complete this course with greater ease and confidence. She increased my awareness and broadened my views beyond the scope of the course outline, and her support has remained available even after completing my studies at City University.

